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The Model State Emergency Health Powers Act 

 
Legislative Surveillance Table 

 
Since the completion of the Model State Emergency Health Powers Act on December 21, 2001, 
the Center for Law and the Public’s Health has systematically tracked state legislative bills 
relating to the subject matter in the Act.  As generally documented in our regularly-updated 
State Legislative Activity Table,1 thirty-eight (38) states and the District of Columbia have 
passed sixty-six (66) bills that include provisions from or closely related to the Act. The extent to 
which the Act's provisions were incorporated into each state's laws varies.   
 
The table below provides additional insight into the ways state legislatures have used the 
MSEHPA’s provisions as of July 15, 2006.  Within each of the major sections of the MSEHPA 
listed below, the table denotes [via a “■”] the state legislative areas that relate to sections or 
corresponding themes in the MSEHPA.  The right-hand column presents a tally of the number of 
states legislating on these specific areas.  The bottom column tallies the number of areas from the 
MSEHPA that each state’s bills concern. 
 
Please note -- this table only tracks the subject matter of recently passed legislative bills, not 
existing state legislative provisions. Thus, the absence of any indication in this table that a state 
has used a particular Section of the MSEHPA does not mean the state lacks existing laws on  
these issues. One must review the specific portions of the state bills in conjunction with other 
state laws to completely analyze the legal environment in these respective jurisdictions. 
 
For more information, please contact James G. Hodge, Jr., J.D., LL.M., Executive Director, 
Center for Law and the Public’s Health, at (410) 955-7624; jhodge@jhsph.edu. 

                                                 
1 Available at www.publichealthlaw.net/Resources/Modellaws.htm. 
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2 PHE = public health emergency 
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§505 Control of Health 
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§608 Licensing/ 
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